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Protect 
our courts! 


ABORTION RIGHTS activists demonstrate outside the Supreme Court as President Trump considers who 
might fill Justice Kennedy’s seat. Trump has vowed to nominate with an eye toward overturning Roe vs. Wade. 
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Soaring costs of legal payouts 
are a drain on L.A.’s budget 


Court disputes leave the city with less funding for urgent needs 


By EMILY ALPERT REYES 
AND BEN WELSH 


Los Angeles has spent 
soaring amounts in recent 
years to end legal disputes 
over dangerous roads, police 
misconduct and other al- 
leged wrongdoing, depriving 
the city of money that could 
fund other pressing needs. 

Last budget year, the city 
paid out more than $200 mil- 
lion in legal settlements and 
court judgments — a record 
amount that was more than 
the city spent on its libraries 


Getting 
even 
tougher 
against 
migrants 


Not only is Hungary’s 
door closed to foreign 
arrivals, but it also 
punishes those who 
seek to aid them. 


By LAURA KING 


BUDAPEST, Hungary — 
Nearly every day, an immi- 
gration lawyer makes his or 
her way to a barbed-wire en- 
closure along Hungary’s 
border with Serbia, ready to 
walk an asylum seeker 
through the daunting proc- 
ess of pleading for safe haven 
in one of the most refugee- 
resistant countries in Eu- 
rope. 

Now these lawyers risk 
jail time if they so much as 
help a client fill out a compli- 
cated Hungarian-language 
form. Hungary’s parliament 
last week approved a legisla- 
tive package not only aimed 
at barring the gates to al- 
most any outsider, but also 
decreeing punishment for 
those who try to aid would- 
be migrants. 

Amid paroxysms of im- 
migration-related political 
strife in the United States — 
family separations at the 
border with Mexico, the 
Supreme Court’s upholding 
of the administration’s trav- 
el ban targeting nationals 
from certain Muslim-major- 
ity countries — Hungarian 
Prime Minister Viktor Or- 
ban, a self-professed fan of 

[See Hungary, A4] 


Payout spending rising in L.A. 


The city’s spending has totaled $880 million in payouts 
since July 2005. 


Total cost of city payouts 


2017: 
$201 million 
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ELLIS SIMANI Los Angeles Times 


or fixing its streets. 

The annual total is ex- 
pected to drop sharply in the 
budget year that ends Sat- 
urday, but remains much 
higher than just a few years 
ago. 

The surging cost of legal 
payouts has been a drain on 
the city budget as elected of- 
ficials struggle to address se- 
rious challenges, including a 
backlog of broken streets 
and mounting demands to 
combat homelessness. 

“The numbers are too 
damn high,” said Jay Han- 

[See Payouts, A10] 


GABRIEL S. SCARLETT Los Angeles Times 
NATALIE GARCIA consoles her daughter outside their Arleta home, where 
Garcia’s father, a lawful permanent resident, was arrested by ICE this month. 


Green card in 


wallet, 


he’s facing deportation 


ICE sweeps also target immigrants legally in U.S. 


By BRITTNY MEJIA 


In 2001, Jose Luis Garcia 
was convicted of a misde- 
meanor domestic violence 
charge. Whatever tumult it 
caused within his family, the 
event seemed to fade with ev- 
ery passing year as Garcia 
became a grandfather and 
inched closer toward retire- 
ment. 

This month, the nearly 
20-year-old conviction came 
roaring back when immigra- 
tion agents arrested the 62- 
year-old as he drank coffee 
and watered the lawn of his Arleta home. 

His daughter, Natalie Garcia, thought 
there must be a mistake. Her father has 
been a lawful permanent resident since 
1988. He carries his green card in his wallet. 

“We thought this was happening to peo- 
ple like they said — criminals, the gang 


JOSE LUIS Garcia 
has a misdemeanor 
conviction from 2001. 


people. 


members,” she said between 
sobs. 

Legal immigrants in the 
U.S. have never been com- 
pletely protected from pos- 
sible deportation. But in its 
war against illegal immigra- 
tion, the Trump administra- 
tion has lowered the bar for 
whom immigration agents 
can go after, experts say. 

President Trump has 
vowed to crack down on im- 
migrants with criminal re- 
cords, saying they should be 
deported to their home coun- 
tries. Immigration and Cus- 
toms Enforcement agents 


have carried out a series of sweeps in 
California this year, detaining hundreds of 


While there has been much emphasis on 
the arrest of people who don’t have crimi- 
nal records but are here illegally, the arrest 
of legal immigrants 


[See ICE, A6] 
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States poised 
to act if Roe 


vs. Wade is 
overturned 


tion laws in the world.” 

Four justices are widely 
believed to favor reversing 
the 45-year-old ruling or se- 
verely restricting its reach. 
In replacing Justice An- 
thony M. Kennedy, who on 
Wednesday announced his 
retirement, Trump could 
supply the fifth vote for a 
majority. 

Several antiabortion 
states have already laid the 
groundwork to move fast, 
providing potential test 
cases that could go before a 
more conservative court 
within a year or two. 

Iowa, for example, re- 
cently passed a law that pro- 
hibits abortions after a fetal 
heartbeat can be detected, 
which often takes place 
around the sixth week of 
pregnancy, before many 
women know they are preg- 
nant. The law was set to take 
effect on July 1, but a state 
judge put it on hold earlier 
this month. 

“States are enacting laws 
that say, ‘Take us to court; 
let this go all the way to the 
Supreme Court. We are con- 
fident now that it will go our 
way,” said Carol Sanger, a 


Several are ready to 
outlaw abortion if a 
more conservative 
Supreme Court tosses 
decision back to them. 


By EvAN HALPER 


WASHINGTON — Presi- 
dent Trump’s ability to re- 
shape the Supreme Court 
with a conservative nominee 
could quickly send the na- 
tion back to a reality that 
had seemed far in the past: 
Abortion would be illegal in 
a large swath of America, 
subjecting doctors and per- 
haps pregnant women to 
criminal prosecution and 
potentially upending the po- 
litical landscape in many 
states. 

As many as 17 states are 
poised to essentially ban 
abortion should the 
Supreme Court overturn 
Roe vs. Wade, the 1973 deci- 
sion that guaranteed abor- 
tion rights nationwide. Ifthe 
decision were overturned, 
each state could set its own 


rules on abortion. [See Abortion, A7] 
Trump vowed in his cam- 

paign that overturning Roe 

“will happen, auto- Top candidates for 


matically,” if he were elected 
and could nominate justices 
to the court. More recently, 
as president, he criticized 
Roe for leading to “some of 
the most permissive abor- 


Supreme Court 


A D.C. appellate judge 

and an ex-Notre Dame 
law professor are in the 
running. BACK STORY, A2 
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Metro approves 
light-rail line 
for East Valley 


tion Authority voted unani- 
mously to bring a light-rail 
line to the East Valley, ad- 
dressinglong-standing com- 
plaints that officials have ne- 
glected the needs of a poor, 
transit-dependent swath of 
the county. 

The $1.3-billion rail line 
will run along Van Nuys 
Boulevard, the street most 
synonymous with the Val- 
ley’s post-World War II car 
culture. The line will add 14 
stations in Van Nuys, Pano- 
rama City, Arleta, Pacoima 
and San Fernando to the 
county’s growing rail net- 
work. 

Metro officials had origi- 
naly recommended en- 
hanced bus service along 
Van Nuys, frustrating resi- 

[See Line, A10] 


After being bypassed 
for years, the region 

will get a route along 
Van Nuys Boulevard. 


BY LAURA J. NELSON 


For nearly two decades, 
residents of the northern 
and eastern San Fernando 
Valley watched as Los Ange- 
les County officials opened 
new rail lines to the West- 
side, the San Gabriel Valley 
and East Los Angeles, hop- 
ing that the Southland’s 
transit building boom would 
someday reach them, too. 

Thursday, they received 
a clear sign that it will. The 
Metropolitan Transporta- 


Gunman kills 5 at 
Maryland paper 
Police arrest an uncoop- 
erative suspect in the 
shooting at the Capital 
Gazette newsroom in 
Annapolis. NATION, A6 


Weather 
Low clouds, then sun. 
L.A. Basin: 77/62. B6 
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Trump, Putin 
set summit date 


The two leaders will 
meet in Finland on July 
16 to discuss bilateral 
relations and national 
security. WORLD, A3 


Writer Harlan 
Ellison dies at 84 


The science fiction leg- 
end is also known for his 
combative persona. 
CALIFORNIA, B4 
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